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Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Crystal Mall 1 
Arlington, Virginia 

Response to Office Action Dated April 22, 20Q3 

This is a reply to the Office Action mailed April 22, 2003, setting a one month statutory 
period for response and extended by the petition for extension of time attached hereto. Please 
enter the following amendments and remarks into the record. 



ELECTION/RESTRICTIONS AMENDMENT 
The Examiner has instructed Applicant that the application must be restricted to one of 
the following inventions under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-25, drawn to a database of unique nucleotide sequences, classified in 
classes 702 and 708, subclasses 20 and 1, respectively. If this group is elected, then the below 
summarized 2 species sets (A and B), election of a species from each set is required. 
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II, Claims 26-56, drawn to a method for generating a database of sequences that are 
greater than or equal to about 100 nucleotides in length, classified in class 702, subclass 20. If 
this Group is elected, then the below summarized 5 species sets (A-E), election of a species from 
each set is required. 

HI. Claim 57, drawn to a process of Figure 1 A, classified in class 702, subclass 20. If 
this Group is elected, then the below summarized 5 species sets (A-E), election of a species from 
each set is required. 

IV. Claim 58, drawn to a process of Figure 1B S classified in class 702, subclass 20. If 
this Group is elected, then the below summarized 5 species sets (A-E), election of a species from 
each set is required. 

V. Claim 59, drawn to a process of Figure 2, classified in class 702, subclass 20, If 
this Group is elected, then the below summarized 5 species sets (A-E), election of a species from 
each set is required. 

VI. Claim 60, drawn to a method for identifying unique nucleotide sequences, 
classified in class 702, subclass 20. If this Group is elected, then the below summarized 5 
species sets (A-E), election of species from each set is required. 

Applicant hereby elects to proceed with Group II Claims and the following species: 
Species Set A, Animal DN A/RNA; Species Set B, computer-readable encoding medium; Species 
Set C, GenBank public domain sequence database; Species Set D, BLAST database searching 
algorithm; and Species Set E, PAM scoring matrix program. 

Applicant also hereby requests Claims 1-25 and 57-60 be canceled without prejudice and 
can be refiled in a continuing application setting forth additional inventions. 
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Status of the Claims 

Claims 26-56 presently stand pending subject to restriction and/or election requirement* 
Claims 1-25 and 57-60 have been canceled without prejudice. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge to McDaniel & Associates P»C Deposit 
Account No* 50/1085, any fee for extension of time deemed necessary to make timely the filing 
of this response. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Date: <T7 * * 5 




C* Steven McDaniel 
Registration No. 33,962 



McDaniel & Associates, P.C. 

P.O. Box 2244 

Austin, Texas 78768-2244 

(512)472-8282 
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